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The Ticking Bomb Scenario

A captured terrorist knows the location of a bomb
set to kill thousands. You have 30-60 minutes.

What are your actions?
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE

TERRORIST POLICE
Has the information Interrogate, gather Act on information,
information, decide save lives

[ <CJ/’ ‘ Goal: Prevent the explosion. Save as many lives as possible. ]




, ' THE “TICKING BOMB” SCENARIO -
2 A PEDAGOGICAL DILEMMA

\

The slippery-slope argument:

once torture is licensed for terrorism,

legal actors will lobby to extend it to sexual
predators then serious crimes, then ordinary offences.

Each concession is a step
toward a system without
meaningful limits -

the state destroys
itself from within.

5. SYSTEM WITHOUT LIMITS

1. TERRORISM

"%@

2. SEXUAL PREDATORS 3. SERIOUS CRIMES

&

4. ORDINARY OFFENCES

Exception made
to prevent catastrophe

Extended to
“monsters”

Extended to

“the dangerous”

Extended to

“everyone else”

Rule of law eroded.
The state destroys itself

| i ) from within.
| The scenario is deliberately extreme;
real-world conditions (uncertainty of guilt, UNCERTAINTY UNRELIABILITY OF
| unreliability of coerced confessions) OF GUILT COERCED CONFESSIONS

are systematically ignored in the framing.
Conclusion:

e Protect human dignity.
the only defensible answer is an absolute prohibition -

53 Protect the rule of law.

sax Protect society.

there is no safe ‘exception’.




THE MALLEUS MALEFICARUM

“The Hammer of Witches”

®m A treatise about witchcraft

® Written by Heinrich Kramer (born in 1430, Schlettstadt),

German Catholic clergyman
® First published in the German city of Speyer in 1486

MALLEVS

"MALEFICARVM,

® Heinrich Kramer presented his text
as an official position of the Catholic Church

® The book was condemned by top theologians
of the Inquisition at the Faculty of Cologne
— for recommending illegal procedures

— for inconsistencies with existing
Catholic demonological doctrines

= However, Kramer received praise for his work
by Pope Innocent VIII
in the papal bull Summis desiderantes affectibus

MALEFICAS ET EARVM

harefim framei conterens,

EX VARIIS AVCTORIBVS COMPILATYVS,

& in quatuor Tomos iufté diftributus,

QVORVM DVO PRIORES VANAS DEMONVM
verfutias, praftigiofas eorum delufiones, superftitionas
ceremonias, horrendos etiam cum illis congreftus ; exactam
tam pefisfera fecte difputationem, & puniendron complectunur,

alo

KEY TENSION

Institutional rejection vs.
political legitimation

—> Early example of normalizing
coercive practices through authority 3
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THE MALLEUS MALEFICARUM? 'S
AS A HISTORICAL MIRROR

Heinrich Kramer
Malleus Maleflcarum (1486)
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Systematic legal and theologlcal
justification for coercive
interrogation - an early
‘enhanced- 1nterr0gat10n manual’
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CORE QUESTION: b= }  §is =
WHAT CHANGES IN FIVE CENTURIES
AND WHAT DOES NOT?
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THE MALLEUS MALEFICARUM " LLEY

AS A HISTORICAL MIRROR

Heinrich Kramer wrote Malleus Maleficarum
(1486) following his spectacular courtroom
failure in Innsbruck, 1485, where a bishop
overturned his verdicts and expelled him
from the city

+
The treatise provided systematic legal
and theological justification for coercive
interrogation — an early ‘enhanced-
interrogation manual’

2
28 editions across Germany, France, and
Italy within 150 years — institutional
adoption followed scholarly legitimation
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CORE QUESTION: .
WHAT CHANGES IN FIVE CENTURIES,
AND WHAT DOES NOT? /
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“Where authority fears truth, [/
it invents compliance.” | S FiiE

— FIVE CENTURIES APART,
THE PATTERN ENDURES.




PREVALENCE AND PERSISTENGE IN THE 21ST CENTURY
HUMAN RESOURCE
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PREVALENCE AND PERSISTENCE
IN THE 21°T CENTURY

S EC, T
NO FOR. DISSEM

KUBARK COUNTERINTELLIGENCE INTERROGATION

July 1963

Approved for Releoes
Datex/ PN /957 spPRET - 4

NO EICN DISSEM

CIA INTERROGATION MANUAL (1963)

The Kubark Manual provided detailed
guidance on coercive interrogation
techniques.

HUMAN RESOURCE

EXPLOITATION
TRAINING MANUAL

prisoners interrogation
procedures and techniques

CIA TRAINING MANUAL (1983)

The Human Resource Exploitation
Training Manual institutionalized
coercive interrogation practices.

GUANTANAMO BAY (2002—PRESENT)

Indefinite detention, coercive interrogation,
and abuse persist at Guantanamo Bay

over two decades later.

THE TAKEAWAY

Coercive interrogation is not a relic of the past — it adapts, endures,
and remains a tool of power in the 215 century.







INTRODUCTION TO THE PHENOMENON

B TJorture remains an undeniably repugnant yet
extraordinarily widespread phenomenon

B The 215t century has made the problem of
inhuman treatment even more pressing,
even in democratic nations

B Despite the 1984 UN Convention Against Torture,
it is practiced by a wide range of state and
criminal actors



TORTURE IN DEMOCRATIC STATES

The Rationalized Monopoly of Unlawful Violence




TORTURE IN DEMOCRATIC STATES

B Democracy does not inherently exclude the arbitrary
use of torture against specific categories of persons

B Violence is often “packaged” as a tool in the
“fight against terrorism” or “protection from
future attacks”

B Police often monopolise unlawful violence for
the “maintenance of order” and intimidation

of marginalized groups



THE “BINARY CODE OF LEGALITY”

Foucault’s Account of Pre-Modern Social Control: Punishments Directed at the Body

INSUFFICIENT
APPLY TORTURE PROOF
until confession
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APL.Y TORTURE

PENALTY l

PUNISHMENTS DIRECTED AT THE BODY
A'Death Penalty, Exile, Corporal Punishment, Fine =
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THE “BINARY CODE OF LEGALITY"

B Refers to Foucault’s classification of
social control where punishments were
directed at the body

B Included the death penalty, exile,
corporal punishment, or fine

B From the mid-13'" to mid-18'" century,

torture lay at the foundation of
continental criminal procedure
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RITUALS OF JUDICIAL TORTURE

B Torture was a legal, morally accepted,
and customary ritual

B Suspects were often considered guilty
from the outset; the judge’s role was
to obtain a confession

B Procedures were recorded by a notary
in a formal protocol




' = N7/~ PREVENTING
PERSUASION BEFORE \, SUICIDAL TEMPTATION
PROCEDURES ‘ Cl

.IUDGES WERE ADVISED TO PERSUADE GUARDIANSHIP WAS REQUIRED T0
. THE ACCUSED TO SPEAK THE 2 PREVENT THE ‘DEVIL’ FROM TEMPTING:

TRUTH BEFORE BEGINNING. Z P IEie e Cr
A pre-inquisition dialogue ¢

to save the soul. (A @@/ Physical constraint as spiritual protection. \
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PROTECTIONS

NI USE OF CONSECRATED HERBSAND —k

SALT WAS RECOMMENDED TO PROTECT,




THE PSYCHOLOGICAL
“INTERESTS OF JUSTICE”

Judges were advised to persuade
the accused to speak the truth before beginning

Guardianship was required to prevent
the “devil” from tempting the prisoner
to commit suicide

Use of consecrated herbs and salt was
recommended to protect judges from
“evil eye” spells




THE DECLINE OF THE ‘GRIM FESTIVAL

By the late 18th century, public punitive practices as theatrical spectacles began to die out.
Punishment became “restrained” and the outward use of torture for evidence disappeared,
marking the transformation of the European and North American economy of punishment.




THE DECLINE OF
THE “GRIM FESTIVAL”

B By the late 18th century, public punitive
practices as theatrical spectacles
began to die out

B Punishment became “restrained” and
the outward use of torture for evidence
disappeared

B This marked the transformation of the
European and North American
economy of punishment
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LEGAL ABOLITION IN THE WEST

B England: Abolished in 1640 following
resistance from judicial authorities
(John Felton case)

B Scotland: Prohibited under the
Treason Act 1708

B France: The 1757 execution of Damiens

was one of the last major public
displays of quartering
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